[The abdominal typhus outbreak in Civitella del Tronto (Teramo, Italy) during the first half of 1817].
The authors describe the characteristics of the large outbreak of typhoid fever in Civitella del Tronto (Italy) in the year 1817. As reported in the "Rapporti Periodici sulla Salute Pubblica" ("Public Health Reports") periodically written by general practitioners, from March to June 1817 the morbidity rate was over 1% and both genders were equally affected. The most affected age group was the 30 to 40 year-old. Only 13% of the cases involved children aged 0 to 10 years. Epidemiological data suggest that the disease was not very infectious: it affected a slight number of individuals and only marginally infected the inhabitants of the areas around the main town of Civitella del Tronto. Public Health authorities of the Kingdom of Naples were likely able to efficiently control the sanitary conditions of the territories bordering the state.